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It is often said, “The world is small.” And well,
in a way, that's true. Of course, we're not
talking about the vast oceans, mysterious ice
sheets, or the millions of peaple inhabiting the
Earth. No, the “small” world we’re referring to
lives in our hearts — especially in the moments
we create from it, with all our experiences
and stories. That’s exactly the kind of mini-
world we create and nurture here every day,
together with everyone wha lives here or just
happens to stop by. So, dive into our little
world in the Region Hohe Salve, the gateway
to the Kitzbiihel Alps. Let yourself be swept
away and inspired by our stories — far your The summit of the Hohe Salve at 1,829 meters offers a
own special future views and moments. YOUR breathtaking view of numerous mountains — like here, for
moments. example, of the Wilder Kaiser in the background.
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DIGITAL
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under the stars

Tobias Muster

One of the highlights of the year is the ‘hut nights under the stars’
at the Rosswildalm in Kelchsau, which is hosted by star guide
Tobias Muster in mid-August and in fall.

With a creak, the heavy wooden door of the Rosswildalm, lined with
reindeer hide on the inside, opens. At first glance, it becomes clear that
this place breathes history. How many summer storms and winter bliz-
zards has this hut withstood? A bent step through the low door frame
into the cozy parlor of the Rosswildalm brings a sense of arrival and
unwinding: the homely wood stove, the snug corner bench covered with
reindeer hides, and the small windows that offer views of the mountain
stream in front of the hut and the expansive alpine meadows.

The small group of six, led by Tobias Muster, took two and a half hours
to hike from the starting point at Gasthof Wegscheid in the Kurzen Grund
in Kelchsau to the Rosswildalm.
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4 A NS Ji e l® Lol v 4 . the most rustic alpine huts in the Region Hohe Salve — hardly any mobi-
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' il ' for a ‘digital detox’ in the mountains.
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The alpine hut at just under 1,800 meters is only accessible on
foot, and luggage must be transported with muscle power, but
it’s worth it! Among the hut’s supplies is something unusual: a
large telescope from star guide Tobias. While unpacking, Tobi-
as chuckles and says, “Actually, you can turn off your phones
now. There’s no reception here.” The small group is set for
three days and nights of hut time at the Rosswildalm. Among
them are the initially stressed IT entrepreneur Michael with his
girlfriend Janine, who have gifted themselves a romantic hut
experience under the stars; long-time friends Gerda and Mi-
chaela, who undertake a special vacation experience together
every year; young photographer Sabrina, who is passionate
about photographing the Milky Way; and Natalie, a mother of
two, who is taking a long weekend break from her family.

They all eagerly await the annual celestial spectacle: the peak
of the Perseid meteor shower on August 12™. “Up to 100 shoo-
ting stars per hour can be seen on this night,” says the well-
informed Sabrina, “but only from a truly dark place. That's why
I'm here at the Rosswildalm,” star guide Tobias adds. Even on
the nights before and after August 12", there are significantly
more shooting stars. So even with bad weather conditions on
that day, there is still a good chance the night before and after
to see the spectacle.

Since 2021, Tobias has been offering stargazing tours in his
home region of Hohe Salve and other regions in Tyrol under
the name sternenguide.tirol. The hut nights under the stars
at Rosswildalm have been available since 2023. “I've always
wanted to combine the special experience of my stargazing
tours with staying in a rustic mountain hut in a truly dark pla-
ce,” he says. The experience of a dark starry sky is no longer
as common: 99% of Europe’s population lives in light-polluted
areas, and 60% of people in Europe can no longer see the
Milky Way from their homes. That’s why places like the Ross-
wildalm in the Region Hohe Salve are so special.

Martin Schoissengeier, the hut keeper of Rosswildalm, has
found a perfect partner in Tobias. “When Tobias told me about
the idea of the hut starry nights, | was immediately excited. I've
experienced the overwhelming starry nights at Rosswildalm
myself many times.” Martin has lovingly restored and upgra-
ded the Rosswildalm. It now has solar power and lighting, a
shower with hot water, and a toilet. Cooking is done with gas or
traditionally on the wood stove. Guests are accommodated in
two triple rooms on the first floor of the hut. The hut is available
for booking year-round and offers a vast ski and snowshoe
tour area in winter. It is also often requested for meditation se-
minars or photography workshops. In addition, Martin, who is
also the fishing leaseholder of the beautifully situated Wildalm
lakes above the Rosswildalm, offers fly fishing courses. Back
to the group, which has just settled in at the Rosswildalm.

Sabrina and Natalie, still motivated after reaching the hut, take
a small detour to Markkirchl, a chapel at a pass leading to the
Salzburg region, near where the Salzach River springs. Gerda
and Michaela help Tobias prepare dinner, which traditionally

You can switch off
your mobile phones
now. There’s no more
reception from here.

includes Tiroler Kasspatzin. The group then takes turns co-
oking, washing up, and managing hut life. Michael and Janine
decide to relax and enjoy the evening sun on the loungers in
front of the Rosswildalm. Behind the stone enclosure of the
hut, the cows graze contentedly. Since the journey was long
for many and the weather report for the first evening isn’t very
promising, after a few digestif schnapps, everyone finds their
way to bed. The next morning, the group is woken by the cra-
ckling fire that Tobias has already stoked in the wood stove.
The parlor quickly warms up. There’s scrambled eggs for
breakfast and porridge for the vegan Sabrina. The group has
agreed on a hike to Schafsiedel, one of the most beautiful
peaks around the Rosswildalm, still about 700 vertical meters
and three and a half hours total hiking time from the hut. The
ascent passes by three beautiful Wildalm lakes and streams.
Tobias urges some haste as summer thunderstorms are fore-
casted for the afternoon.

After a coffee and cake break at the Bamberger Hut and a final
check of the weather report for the night, the group hurries
back to the Rosswildalm, just as cumulus clouds are forming
over the Kitzbiiheler Alps. Just in time: Shortly after the group
locks the heavy wooden door of the hut behind them, the first
rain showers hit the outside walls, and lightning flashes across
the mountains surrounding the Rosswildalm. The group is
relieved that they made it into the dry hut before the thun-
derstorm starts. Sabrina asks frustrated, “Does this mean we
won’t see any shooting stars tonight?” Tobias admits, “I can’t
promise, but the weather report says it should clear up around
2 a.m. My suggestion is: wait... and eat Kaiserschmarrn.” This
settles the group for the moment, and Michael and Janine step
in to help Tobias. When the steaming pancake-like dish arrives
on the table, served with lingonberries and applesauce, and
the storm rattles the windows of the Rosswildalm, everyone is
quite glad to be indoors. Getting up in the middle of the night
is not easy for everyone, but with warm jackets on, everyone
manages to get outside.

Tobias has set up the large telescope and explains the cons-
tellations in the sky with his laser pointer. There are frequent
“Aah” and “Ooh” sounds from the audience. They all can hard-
ly believe their eyes. Indeed, the sky over the Rosswildalm has
completely cleared after the storm. The Milky Way is clearly vi-
sible in the southwest. “How many stars did Tobias say you

see with the naked eye from dark places in the Alps?” “Up to
6,000?” Michael tries to remember. At that moment, a fireball,
a particularly large shooting star that the Perseids are famous
for, streaks across the starry sky. “Wooooow!” a murmur goes
through the group, and for a moment, everyone is overwhel-
med by what to wish for at this moment. Janine steps out
of the group, pulls Michael close, and gives him a kiss. It is
almost 5 a.m. when, after many star stories from Tobias, ex-
citing telescope observations, and numerous shooting stars,
everyone finally heads to bed. On the third morning, break-
fastis served late, and everyone decides individually how they
want to spend their last day at the hut. Sabrina and Natalie
choose to tackle Krondlhorn with Tobias. Gerda and Michaela
decide to hike to Markkirchl today. Michael and Janine explore
the natural pools in the stream near the Rosswildalm that To-
bias has described to them. The third night at the Rosswildalm
is clear again, so Sabrina works on her Milky Way photos late
into the night while the others are already asleep in the hut.
Saying goodbye and descending from the Rosswildalm on the
morning of the fourth day is difficult. At the parking lot at the
starting point at Gasthof Wegscheid, there are hugs and much
gratitude for having participated in these hut nights under the
stars.

The hut nights under the stars sternenguide.tirol at Rosswild-
alm in the Region Hohe Salve take place twice a year: around
the Perseid meteor shower in August and in the fall. Dates for
2025 can be found at www.sternenguide.tirol. Bookings for
the Rosswildalm can be made year-round at www.rosswild-
alm.at. Stargazing tours take place in summer and winter as
part of the activity program and offer unique experiences.

Scan here for the star nights
on the Rosswildalm
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